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2021 AGM  -  PRESIDENT’S REPORT & TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

Annual Report presented by Mike Harris, President of the Australian American Association 

Brisbane, at the Association’s AGM, held at Coorparoo RSL & Community Club, on 

Thursday 21st October 2021.  

Good Evening Board Members and Guests.  It has been my privilege to serve as your 

President over the past 2 years and I now present my President’s Annual Report with 

reference to our Association’s activities, since the last AGM held on 28th October 2020. 
 

On behalf of my Association, I extend special thanks to our Patron - His Excellency Paul 

de Jersey AC, Governor of Queensland and Mrs Kaye de Jersey, for their ongoing support 

and attendance at our Association’s events, and I wish them both every happiness for their 

coming retirement from Vice-Regal duties. I am also hopeful that we will be successful in 

obtaining the Vice-Regal Patronage of the incoming Governor of Queensland - Dr 

Jeannette Young, who is expected to take office on 1st November 2021. An application was 

recently made for her patronage to the Office of the Qld Governor. 
 

I acknowledge the past support of our Association by the now retired United States Consul 
General - Ms Sharon Hudson Dean, and the US Ambassador to Australia - Arthur B 
Culvahouse Jnr.   I also thank the Management and Staff of Coorparoo RSL who have 
generously allowed our Association to hold its monthly meetings at the club. 

My gratitude goes to all Members of our Association, for their wonderful support over the 

past year. A big thank you to our Board of Directors – 1st VP Terry Aronson, Secretary Alice 

Langford, Treasurer & Assistant Secretary Teresa Pokoj, and Life members - Gail Young 

and Barry Thiess, and I thank the Chairpersons and members of our various Standing 

Committees for the work they have done.  

A very special mention goes to our Honourable Chaplain - Fr. Bill Pearson and his wife 
Lorna who have as Members, attended our events for the past 30 years, and a big thank 
you to Bill for his many prayers, benedictions and blessings given at our commemorations 
and other events over those many years.  

To our husband and wife Media Standing Committee Members - Mark and Sharon Messer, 

now living in Hawaii, thank you for operating our Website and Facebook Page from such 

a great distance. Special thanks also goes to Media Standing Committee Chairperson Dion 

Langford and Members Amber Bennett and Teresa Pokoj for their expertise in updating 

our Website, and to Dion for setting up our 2 new Laptops and Printer recently acquired 

through a grant organized by Alice Langford and Teresa Pokoj.  

 

To all of you who have supported me in broadening our friendships during the most 

challenging times of COVID 19, I thank you greatly. Over the past year, Teresa Pokoj and I 

have been invited to events, where we have handed out our promotional flyer supporting 

our Association. This has certainly paid off, because in our networking with organizers 

and attendees, we now get invited to many more events organized by other kindred 

organizations, and in turn, have greatly increased our own list of contacts.  

 



 

In the past year, we have strengthened our relationships with other kindred 

organizations:- the American Legion and its Auxiliary organization, HMAS Moreton, RSL 

Qld SED including Coorparoo RSL, HMAS Perth Association, Papuan & New Guinea 

Veteran Rifles Association, National Servicemen’s Association, Australian Defence 

Force, Coral Sea Commemorative Association, the Korean Veterans Association of Qld, 

RAAF Base Amberley and the Naval Association of Qld. 
 

A special thanks also goes to all those generous persons and organizations who 
donated raffle prizes for our 2020 Thanksgiving Dinner and Christmas Dinner, 
particularly the Hon Trevor Evans MP Federal Member for Brisbane Central, and the Hon 
Tim Nicholls MP, State Member for Clayfield. 
 

I also wish to recognize our Treasurer and Assistant Secretary Teresa Pokoj’s great efforts 

in making the wreaths from flowers taken from her garden, for laying at all of the memorial 

services that we organize and attend.  In doing so, Teresa saves our Association over 

$2,700 in florist’s charges annually. 
 

My whole hearted thanks goes to the HMAS Moreton’s Commanders, including present 

Commander Phillipa Hay and the RAN Personnel who for many years, have greatly 

assisted my Association in the holding of the Annual Battle of the Coral Sea 

Commemoration. 
 

Awarding of Life Membership of the Association:  
Gail Young was awarded Life Membership at the meeting of the Board of Directors on 
Wednesday 19th May 2021.  This was in recognition of Gail’s valued service as an active 
Association Member for over 36 years, which included in the roles of Secretary and 
Immediate Past-President. 
 

With Respect to Our 2021 Funding Grant Applications: 
I am very happy to report that through the sterling efforts of our Executive Board Members 
- Alice Langford and Teresa Pokoj, this year we have been successful in a Grant 
Application to the Qld Government 'Gambling Community Fund' and have received a grant 
of $7,056 to cover the cost of purchasing 2 Laptops, a Laser-printer, External Drives, a 
Portable Fridge-Freezer and, we still have enough Grant monies left to purchase a Portable 
PA System. Also, Teresa and Alice, have recently made a Grant Application to the “Multi-
Cultural Community Fund' for funding of the 80th Anniversary of the Battle of the Coral Sea 
Commemoration, being held on 7th May next year. Fingers crossed, that we will be 
successful in obtaining this grant, as we expect the 80th Anniversary event to be well-
attended, but the catering costs to be quite expensive.  
 

Events that Our Association has Organized and/or Attended over the Past 12 Months: 

Thurs 26th November 2020 Our last year’s Thanksgiving Dinner held at the Ship Inn, 

Southbank, was a great success and enjoyed by all.  Our Guest speakers Bill Elliott (a 

Mayflower descendant) and his wife Chris, spoke about the descendants of the Mayflower; 

their presentation was entitled “Mayflower 1620 and the First Thanksgiving”.  The raffles 

were organized by Teresa Pokoj, with 3 great prizes and also the Lucky-door prize, being 

well received by those who won them.  

Fri 18th December 2020 Our 2020 Christmas Dinner held at Polonia Club, was a wonderful 

occasion to meet and enjoy great Polish food, and Teresa’s raffles were a great success. 

Sun 24th January 2021 Our very first event for 2021, the Australia Day BBQ Picnic, was held 

at Capt. Burke Park Kangaroo Point, and although only 10 people attended, we all enjoyed 

each other’s company celebrating beside the beautiful Brisbane River.  

Sun 1st March 2021 The HMAS Perth Remembrance Service was held at the ANZAC Shrine 
Brisbane. I attended with Teresa Pokoj and laid a wreath to commemorate the loss of the 
HMAS Perth and USS Houston during the Battle of Sunda Straight in WW2. 
 



 
Sun 25th April 2021 The ANZAC Day Parade Service was organized by the RSL. Teresa and 
I attended as guests, and seated next to the Governor’s Dias for the March Past.  
 

Sat 8th May 2021 The 79 thAnniversary of the Battle of the Coral Sea Event organized by our 
Brisbane Association, at the Australian American War Memorial, Newstead Park, was a 
great success and well-attended with representatives of the US Consul-General, the 
Consul-Generals of Japan and France, and representatives of the Prime Minister, 
Queensland Premier, Brisbane Lord Mayor, State and Federal Governments, Australian 
Armed Forces, Returned Services Organizations, Veterans and their families, numbering 
some 140 invited guests. My thanks to HMAS Moreton’s Commander Philippa Hay and her 
staff, and the RAN Band for making this event such a success. Thanks also to Brisbane 
City Council in providing the shade structures, chairs and other equipment.  

 

The following are events that I attended with Teresa Pokoj. And, at the Wreath-laying 

Services, I also laid a wreath in remembrance and respect: -  
 

Sat 29th May 2021 The Indigenous Veterans Remembrance Wreath-laying Service held at 

the ANZAC Shrine, Brisbane.  

 
Mon 31st May 2021 The Memorial Day Wreath-laying Service held at the Australian 

American War Memorial, Newstead Park, Brisbane, which was organized by the Coral Sea 

Commemorative Association. 

 

Tue 24th June 2021 Naval Association of Australia - Veterans of the Korean War 

Commemoration Wreath-laying Service held at Naval Jacks Monument, Southbank. 

 
Tue 27th July 2021 Korean War Commemoration Wreath-laying Service held at Cascade 

Gardens, Broadbeach Gold Coast. 

 

Sat 3rd July 2021 4th July Independence Day BBQ Picnic, at James Warner Park Kangaroo 

Point. (Note - This event was forced to be cancelled as a result of compulsory COVID 

Lockdown). 
 

Thur 29th July 2021 Naval Association of Australia - Wreath-laying Service in memory of 

the Coastwatchers of World War 2, held at Naval Jacks Monument, Southbank. 

 
Wed 18th August 2021 Battle of Long Tan Commemoration and Dedication of Long Tan 
Cross Replica, held at Sherwood-Indooroopilly RSL. 
 
Wed 1st September 2021 The Battle for Australia Association Wreath-laying Service held 
at 7th Brigade Park, Chermside. 
 
Sun 5th September 2021 Seafarers Day Commemoration and Wreath-laying Service held at 

St Johns Anglican Cathedral, Brisbane. 
 

Sat 9th October 2021 Joint Social Dinner Gathering arranged for members of the Coorparoo 
RSL, American Legion and Australian American Association, Brisbane, held at the 
Coorparoo RSL.  Our Association’s new members were introduced and welcomed, and it 
was great for our three kindred organizations to meet and socialize together.  
 

Association’s Publications Produced: 
As our Brisbane Association’s News-Editor, I have produced the following publications 

over the past year: 

 The December 2020, June 2021 and September 2021 Quarterly Newsletters (no March 

2021 Quarterly Newsletter was produced), 

 Over 20 Newsflashes providing immediate up-to-date news, 



 The “Who We Are and What We Do” Promotional Flyer, which is our Association’s main 

promotional hand-out that Teresa Pokoj also assisted me with, and 

 The Leather-bound Book entitled “Our Patron’s Collection of Photographic Memories” 
This book containing 40 photographs and descriptions of events attended by our Patron 
His Excellency the Governor Paul de Jersey AC, was presented to him by Teresa Pokoj 
and myself at a special appointment with him at Government House on Wednesday 20th 
November 2021. His Excellency was delighted to receive the book and thanked our 
Association for presenting it to him. 

 
Our Important Upcoming Events for the rest of 2021 and first half of 2022: 
I hope to see you all at these forthcoming events:- 

 Sat 13th November 2021 Dinner and Dance being held at the Coorparoo RSL, 

 Thur 25th November 2021 Thanksgiving Dinner being held at the Coorparoo RSL, 

 Sat 18th December 2021 Christmas Lunch being held at the Ship Inn, Southbank, 

 Sun 23rd January 2022 Australia Day BBQ Picnic being held at Capt. Burke Park, 
Kangaroo Point, 

 February 2022 (date yet to be decided) Joint RSL Coorparoo, American Legion and 
Australian American Association Brisbane - Fund-Raising Dinner, being held at the 
Coorparoo RSL. 

 Sat 7th May 2022 80th Anniversary of the Battle of the Coral Sea Commemoration and 
Wreath-laying Service, being held at Newstead Park, Newstead. 

 Sun 3rd July 2022 4th July Independence Day BBQ Picnic, being held at Capt. Burke Park, 
Kangaroo Point. 

 Monthly drinks Nights will be advised well in advance, by our Newsflash. 

 
Taking Our Association Forward into the future: 
The social and economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has seriously challenged many 
organizations like ours over the past 2 years. Many of our planned fund-raising events had 
to be cancelled due to necessary restrictions and lockdowns being imposed. However, in 
the face of these difficulties, we have been successful in our membership drives, with a 
slight increase in our Association’s membership over the previous year.   

I have great optimism for the progress we can achieve as we continue our transformation 
journey into 2022 and beyond. We have accomplished much over the past year, and once 
these restrictions and lockdowns have hopefully gone, we will be able to take our 
Association forward into the future more positively.   

For the coming year, our Board of Directors proposes to hold further fund-raising events 
and other activities, and make further grant applications. But we will very much need to 
have more active working-members assisting us with all activities listed in our planning 
program.   

Thanks again to all members, including those of our Board of Directors and Standing 
Committees, your support, has greatly helped me as your President. 
  

Yours fraternally, 
 
Mike Harris. President, Australian American Association, Brisbane. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Treasurer’s Financial Report presented by Treasurer & Assistant Secretary Teresa Pokoj, 

at the AGM of the Australian American Association-Brisbane, held at Coorparoo RSL and 

Community Club Brisbane, on Thursday 21st October 2021. 

Thank you, Honorary President,   I’m pleased to present the Association’s Financial 
Report, for the period ending 30th June 2021. I am the Treasurer and Assistant Secretary, 
Chairperson for the Constitution Reform Standing Committee, Audit Standing Committee 
and a Member on several other Standing Committees.   
 
In part, this means that I provide compliant financial information giving a true and fair 
assessment of our financial position, review the Constitution, check the emails on a daily 
basis,  and that I ensure we are able to meet our financial obligations as they become due 
and payable. 

 I send out all the Invitations, Newsletters and News Flashes to our members and friends, 
and also, other to kindred associations and government bodies.   

I email and send out letters to potential members, welcoming all continuing and lapsed 
members, send out renewal Invoices and New Member Application forms, and I check the 
web for any enquiries for membership.  

I have a responsibility to all of our members to ensure that our Association is well-
managed, and that all of our records are kept up to date and all paperwork is filed, and, I 
ensure that the Association’s files are saved onto the external drive for future Committees. 

I further recognise that financial resources are scarce, and for these reasons, I have strived 
for the past year, to keep costs down to an absolute minimum. 

I have made 15 wreaths for all the wreath-laying commemorations that our Association’s 
President and I attend, which has saved the Association over $2,700.00 so far for this year.  
All of the flowers come from my own garden, and I intend to continue this practice, again 
for this coming year. 

Another project I am working on, is the “History of the Australian American Association, 
specifically, of the Association in Brisbane”. I have requested information from several 
Past-Presidents to provide a story of their involvement within our Association. As there 
are no records relating to the Brisbane Association’s past history, I know this to be a 
difficult task, but I have made a start, and in time it will be included as part of our 
Newsletters and Webpage.    

Our Association is of course, dependent upon you our members, and we strive to hold 
events which are very affordable to all members and their families. At 4 events this year, I 
raised over $403 income from raffles. The raffle prizes were very welcomed by the lucky 
winners at these events.  

As a result of Covid-19 restrictions limiting our Association’s ability to hold fund-raising 
functions, I have been successful (with the assistance of our Secretary) with a Grant 
Application for $7,056 which paid for 2 computers, a printer, portable fridge-freezer and a 
PA System.  Also, a hard-drive to store all our records, to pass on to future Committees. 
This system of file-storage is essential, as we do not have past records from any previous 
Administrations and Committees.  

I will continue to raise funds by holding further Raffles and through Grant applications. 
The forthcoming Thanksgiving Dinner will be the first of many events to raise funds. Also, 
I have now applied for a Grant to cover the expenses for the Christmas Lunch.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Teresa Pokoj. Treasurer & Assistant Secretary, Australian American Association Brisbane. 


